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will be in their throats in every part of the realm (like the
Sicilian Vespers) before the cloud of mischief shall appear.5
It is -true that the writer could recommend no better remedy
against the evil than that which could be obtained by the
building of additional forts, and by similar repressive measures ;
but his words, of warning were none the less ominous, because
neither he nor his readers were able to discern the true path
of safety.

But if the distant prospects of the country were dark and
lowering, all was bright in the immediate future. The con-
cession made by the King in withdrawing the Jesuit
Bill seemed likely to be rewarded by a quiet session
session. whenever Parliament should again meet in Dublin.
The recusants, finding that the intention was relinquished of
forcing new laws upon them by means of a factitious Parlia-
mentary majority, and having so far gained their object, saw
that, whilst they had everything to lose by further opposition,
they might possibly obtain additional concessions by taking
part in the debates, and that at all events their presence would
act as a check upon the Protestant members.

Accordingly, when the new session began, on October n,
Davies took his place in the chair as quietly as if no disturbance
Meeting of nac^ ever happened. On the following day, indeed, a
Parliament. mernber proposed that the disputed elections should
be examined in the House. After some discussion, however, it
was agreed to refer the whole question to a committee, which
was chosen from amongst the members of both parties indis-
criminately. After some time had elapsed, the committee re-
ported that it would be advisable to let the question drop, at
least for the present session ; and in this decision the Catholic
party, being unwilling to contest what had now become for them
a mere point of form, at once acquiesced,1 especially as they
were assured that the present return should not be used as a
precedent.2 As to the Government measures for recognition

1  Commons* Journals,   IreL   i.   II,   14,  23.     Davies  to  Somerset,
Oct. 31, Irish CaL iv. 905.

2  St. John to Winwood, Nov. 4, ibid. iv. 912.